
Unadopted Minutes of the BMFA North Eastern Area Meeting held on 4th                 

December 2019 at Burnmoor Cricket Club, Burnmoor, Co.Durham, DH4 6EX 

 

 

Officers Present 
 

Y Chairman: Terry Bailey (Fellow) N P.R.O.: Position Vacant 
Y Vice Chairman: Martin Johnson (Novocastrians) Y Delegate:  Tom Jones (Teesside MFC) 
Y Secretary:  Gary Armstrong (Newcastle MFA) Y Education Co-ordinator: Allan Weighell (Fellow) 
Y Treasurer:  Tom Walker (Sunderland & DMAC) Y Competition Secretary: David Robson 
Y Achievement Scheme Co-ordinator:   Gary Armstrong (Newcastle MFA) 

 
Clubs Represented (eligible to vote) 
 

Newcastle MFA; Weardale MGA; Sunderland & District MAC; Peterlee RMC; Teesside MFC; City of 
Sunderland MFC; Tynedale MFC; Novocastrians; Cleveland Indoor; Eden Valley MFC; 
 
Apologies for Absence 
  
Lez Scurfield; 
 
Corrections to Previous Minutes 
 
None;  
 
Adoption of Minutes              

                               
Proposed: Dave Errington (Teesside MFC) 
Seconded: Martin Johnson (Novocastrians) 

 
Matters Arising 

  
Further to the discussion at the last meeting Martin Johnson reported that he had been in contact with 
Beamish Museum and was waiting for their Historic Events Coordinator to contact him regarding the 
Museums planned 1950’s Festival in which control line flying could feature. 
 

Chairman’s Report 

 
Nothing to report; 
 
Secretary’s Report 
 
The Secretary reported that he had received the necessary paperwork to renew the licence to use 
Albemarle Barracks. The application will be posted to Albemarle to be signed by the Commanding Officer 
and Health and Safety Officer the day after the meeting. There was a question from the floor regarding 
the rules for the use of Albemarle and whether they are still “fit for purpose”. The Secretary is to have a 
look at them and put any necessary revisions before the next meeting for approval. 
 
Treasurers Report  

 
The Treasurer reported no changes to the Area finances since the last meeting. The bill for the AGM 
buffet is to be paid before the meeting closes. 
 
 
Education Co-ordinators Report 
 

Nothing to report; 



 
PRO’s Report 
 

Nothing to report; 
 
Delegates Report 
 
Nothing to report; 
 
Flying Disciplines Officers Report 
 

Free Flight 
Nothing to report; 
 
Radio Control 

Nothing to report; 
 
Control Line 
Nothing to report; 
 
Indoor  

Nothing to report; 
  
Any Other Business 
 

The Secretary raised the issue of the next monthly meeting which falls on New Years’ Day and whether 
we should move it to the following week. Following a short discussion it was decided this was not possible 
due to availability of the room and clashes with other club meetings. The next meeting will therefore be 
held on Wednesday 5

th
 February 2020. If there are any urgent items of business before then they will be 

circulated by email to all delegates. 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.55pm 
 

The next meeting will be at 8pm on 5
th

 February 2020 at Burnmoor Cricket Club, Burnmoor 
Co.Durham, DH4 6EX. 
 

Club Secretaries and PROs please note: if you have an event to publicise, give the details to either; 

Tom Jones, Area Delegate:  tom.jp11@gmail.com 
Gary Armstrong, Area Secretary:  garyarmstrong13@virginmedia.com 
The details of your event can then be distributed with the Area minutes in Forthcoming Events* if  
there is sufficient time and posted on the Area web site and Facebook page.    
 
 



 

 

Date Event / Host Club Venue Other details 

      1
st
 Saturday   

       of month          
Indoor Flying* 
PLEASE NOTE NEW TIMES & FEE 

Nunthorpe School 5 to 9 pm £5, children free 
Contact Allan Weighell  
Allan.weighell@btinternet.com 

2
nd

Saturday 
of month 

Indoor Flying, Newton Aycliffe        Newton Aycliffe Leisure 
      Centre.      

 

FF, RC (lightweight & heavyweight) 
Time 1200-1600 Hrs, Proof of insurance required. 
Contact Mark Shipley 01325 316141 or 

       Allan Weighell allan.weighell@btinternet.com 
2

nd
 & 4

th
 

Saturday of 
Month 

     Indoor Flying, Washington.       Nissan, Washington        peterjwatson@blueyonder.co.uk 

*Please note: As the indoor events are held at School premises you are advised to check prior to attending meetings in School holiday periods. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Appendix 1 

REPORT ON AREA’S COUNCIL 14.10.2019. 
 

Peter & Jo Halman, Ian Nelson and John Harris, who sent an alternative, put apologies in. 
Voting Strength was 15.  
Minutes from the meeting on 16

th
 March were passed with no corrections, 12 for 3 abstentions from 

non-attendees. 
Safety review was discussed and as Peter was some of the facts needed more clarification. 
Andy Symons presented a publisher presentation on Flight Fest & the National Model Flying 
Month May 2020, which is aimed at stemming the slow and steady decline in people taking part, and 
to try and increase participation. 2019 – 12 Clubs ran Flight Fest events Clubs that took part gained 
new members, had press coverage & had TV coverage. Little area support in 2019 but we need Area 
support to do this! Opportunities for Areas, to engage with clubs & show they are relevant, to actively 
assist BMFA and Club PR. What we need to do as an Area Appoint an Area Flight fest Co-ordinator 
who will Co-ordinate Flight fest in your area Assist at least 20% of Area clubs (11) to hold Flight fest 
Events in 2020. Resources available to you a Club PR Guide https://clubpr.bmfa.org/, Artwork, 
Printing Services, Online PR with our website and social media, Simulator Trailer, Promotional 
Giveaways, Pens, Badges & Stickers etc. What works Getting out in to the community. Attend non 
model flying events. Static displays & Simulator sessions. Followed up with an open day, Club friends 
and family days, Youth Group sessions & Buddy lead flying sessions. Email – andy@bmfa.org 
https://clubpr.bmfa.org/ https://flightfest.bmfa.org/  
A long discussion took place on the new area support proforma; feedback for next Area’s council is 
needed into what we think would be a suitable cap on Areas using their reserve funds. 
The Payload challenge and Education were removed from the Agenda as these are usually 
discussed at full council. They will be a PR workshop at Buckminster probably in January for anyone 
interested. 
The weekly return will now be available on line, link to be sent out soon. 

This year RAFMAA celebrated their 70th Anniversary. The London Area committee continues to be 
very poorly supported and we have this week learned that the treasurer, who has not attended a 
couple of recent meetings, is now in a care home. This means that, unless there is considerably more 
attendance, and offers of help, from more of the Area’s 30 clubs, then London’s model flying will be in 
the hands of three people rather than the previous four who filled the nine committee posts. As a 
result no budget has been prepared for 2020. It had been hoped to attend the PR seminar, but the 
cancellation of this due to a very poor take-up by Areas may be yet another indication of the apathy 
and insular attitude of many BMFA clubs to the organisation and promotion of our sport. The flying at 
RAF Dishforth is generally poorly attended and unless someone comes forward, to take over the 
organisation and running of these events for 2020, the Northern Area is unlikely to continue to 
support it. Midland Area Tare contemplating that they resurrect their Midland Area Festival of Flight at 
Barkston sometime in June 2020, providing this is acceptable to the RAF at Cranwell. 

A.O.B. Martyn from the Northern Area had a surplus of Modelling magazines which he dropped off in 
doctors & Dentist waiting rooms with a sticker on the front cover giving contact details of the Area. 

Stuart Willis asked what other Areas are doing with schools, Andy Symons set up a Facebook page 
so Areas could discuss this and exchange ideas.  https://www.facebook.com/groups/BMFAEducation/  

 
 


